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THE ACTIVITY AND CA TCHABILITY OF THE LOBSTER 

Drs. Don McLeese and Dick Wilder of the Fisheries Research Board's 
St. Andrews Station have been studying activity and catchability of lobsters. 
Their report appears in the Station's anniversary number (Volume 15, Num­
ber 6) of the Journal of the Fisheries Research Board. Activity was meas­
ured by the speed with which a lobster retreats when a bright light is turned 
on it. 

When lobsters are accustomed to water of a certain temperature, their 
walking rate increases with water temperatures from 360 to 50°F. and again 
from 68° to 77°F. but there is little change between 500 and 68°F. Lobsters 
used to colder water became more active when temperature increased but 
those used to higher temperatures slowed down when moved to either cooler 
or warmer water. 

Fishing experiments in Passamaquoddy Bay showed how much catches 
fall off as water temperatures go down in the fall. The change in catches fits 
in well with the decline in activity as shown in the laboratory experiment. 
The relationship between activity and catchability helps in the interpretation 
of catch per unit of effort data. It also explains the improvement in fishing 
as waters warm in the spring. (Bulletin, Fisheries Council of Canada - May 
25, 1959.) 
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